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Jonathan Swift : (Author) 
 
  Jonathan Swift was best known for writing 'Gulliver's Travels. He was an Irish 
author, clergyman and satirist Jonathan Swift grew up fatherless. Under the care of his 
uncle, he received a bachelor's degree from Trinity College and then worked as a 
statesman's assistant. Eventually, he became dean of St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin. 
Most of his writings were published under pseudonyms. He best remembered for his 
1726 book Gulliver's Travels. 
 
Swift wrote Gulliver’s Travels at a time when Europe was the world’s dominant power, 
and when England, despite its small size, was rising in power on the basis of its 
formidable fleet. England’s growing military and economic power brought it into 
contact with a wide variety of new animals, plants, places, and things, but the most 
significant change wrought by European expansion was the encounter with previously 
unknown people—like the inhabitants of the Americas—with radically different 
modes of existence. The miniature stature of the Lilliputians can be interpreted as a 
physical incarnation of exactly these kinds of cultural differences. 
 

Chapter 2 and 3 of Gulliver’s Travels: 

In the East Indies, the Antelope encounters a violent storm in which twelve crewmen 

die. Six of the crewmembers, including Gulliver, board a small rowboat to escape. Soon 

the rowboat capsizes, and Gulliver loses track of his companions. They are never seen 

again. Gulliver, however, swims safely to shore. 

Gulliver lies down on the grass to rest, and soon he falls asleep. When he wakes up, he 

finds that his arms, legs, and long hair have been tied to the ground with pieces of 

thread. He can only look up, and the bright sun prevents him from seeing anything. He 

feels something move across his leg and over his chest. He looks down and sees, to his 

surprise, a six-inch-tall human carrying a bow and arrow. At least forty more little 

people climb onto his body. He is surprised and shouts loudly, frightening the little 

people away. They return, however, and one of the little men cries out, “Hekinah 

Degul.” 



Gulliver struggles to get loose and finally succeeds in breaking the strings binding his 

left arm. He loosens the ropes tying his hair so he can turn to the left. In response, the 

little people fire a volley of arrows into his hand and violently attack his body and face. 

He decides that the safest thing to do is to lie still until nightfall. The noise increases as 

the little people build a stage next to Gulliver about a foot and a half off the ground. 

One of them climbs onto it and makes a speech in a language that Gulliver does not 

understand. 

Gulliver indicates that he is hungry, and the little people bring him baskets of meat. He 

devours it all and then shows that he is thirsty, so they bring him two large barrels of 

wine. Gulliver is tempted to pick up forty or fifty of the little people and throw them 

against the ground, but he decides that he has made them a promise of goodwill and is 

grateful for their hospitality. He is also struck by their bravery, since they climb onto 

his body despite his great size. 

An official climbs onto Gulliver’s body and tells him that he is to be carried to the 

capital city. Gulliver wants to walk, but they tell him that that will not be permitted. 

Instead, they bring a frame of wood raised three inches off the ground and carried by 

twenty-two wheels. Nine hundred men pull this cart about half a mile to the city. 

Gulliver’s left leg is then padlocked to a large temple, giving him only enough freedom 

to walk around the building in a semicircle and lie down inside the temple. 

Word Meanings: 

1. Capsizes    -    overturned 

2. Violently   –  using physical force intended to hurt, damage, or kill someone or               

                       something. 

3. Hospitality- the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests. 

4. Padlock      - a detachable lock hanging by a pivoted hook on the object fastened. 

5. Barrel         - a cylindrical container bulging out in the middle.  
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